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These cemeteries are thickly spread over different parts of the table-
land of Makli Hill, which skirts the town of Tatta on one side. This
hill, with the domes and high terraces of the more pretentious
mausolea and sepulchres shooting up in lonely grandeur amidst a
vast mass of earth cairns and wild jungle, presents an imposing
scene of desolation.

In the building of structures of respectable size and status at
Makli brick was used more than stone. Those of brick in every
case rise on foundations and plinths of stone to prevent their decay
through the ravages of saltpetre. In general plan these buildings
are either octagonal or cubical, and all have a globular dome of some
size. Architecturally there is nothing of special note. The surface
decoration, however, attracts notice by the profuse exuberance of
glazed tile-work and stone tracery ornament with which walls,
floors, ceiling and domes have been covered. In no other part of
India has glazed tile been so abundantly, withal so exquisitely em-
ployed on buildings as here in Sind; and this is obviously due to the
natural influence of its neighbour Iran.

It will suffice here just to glance at some striking features of the
more important buildings at Tatta. One of the earliest, the mauso-
leum of Jam Nizam-ud-Din (Nindo), the founder of Tatta, is con-
spicuous on account of the absence of a dome and the unmistakable
affinities which its pillars, parapet walling, balconies and the but-
tressed niche in the west wall bear to the technique and tone of
similar members found in the buildings of Gujarat. This affinity
is not less marked in the delicate refinement and exquisite floral
patterns and decorative motifs of carved stone surface that make the
building worth preserving. As against the Gujarat elements dis-
cernible at Jam Nindo's tomb, the mausoleum of the younger Mirza
Isa Tarkhan, who died in 1644, betrays in its carved stonework a
clear reflex of the style of the decoration which has made the